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- NoFrills .
Called for
‘OnS pook

Airline

By John Maffre o

Th "Nashington Post Btaff Writer

;. FVERE ARE a few things about a’
. nonscheduled flying outfit here

called Air America Inc. that would

make a public relations man cry.

Other airlines spend the riches of
Croesus to lure people aboard, even
i - going so far as to promise food that is..
- edible, but Air America does not ad-
".vertise. Few of its 118 planes have
: galleys that could produce ‘much more .
"~ than a sandwich. N
. It does not hire bewitching steward-
esses, or even stewards. Surely this is a
sin of omission according to the gospel .
as revealed unto Madison Avenue,

Alr America could shout about its -
patriotism. Instead, it pulls in its cor- ..
- porate head like a nervous turtle when
unkind souls suggest that it's just a
clutch of cloak-and-dagger mercenaries
who run air taxis for the Central In-
telligence Agency.

- A Nice Quiet Operation

HE TRUTH is that Air Amerlca
‘. does not need to try harder to -
- divert business from No. 1, whichever
that is. It has it made. Its $50 million :
" worth of business last year makes it ; Co By Ken Fell, 8taff Photographer

: 5 |
o f&l E::l}lﬂ:foz?;::: iisna:v{?:;icol: gg;li:i‘:l;: .~ This modest shingle identifies the modest suite of offices at 815 Con.
| ‘quite satisfied with its mo-rills opera-- necticut ave. nw. where Air America Inc. has its nominal headquarters,
_tion. ’ rare’ being continued for services in ‘similar missions: They include ancient;
| South Vietnam. ‘but dependable C-46s, C-47s and C-123s"

In fact, he Insists upon Alr America, - ) .
people behaving like Quiet Americans. Only four years ago, this was finan- :as well as helicopters and some small!
Most of their work is done in Southeast | cial peanuts of less than $70,000. Now ‘single-engine craft that can operate '.

Asia, especially in Laos and South Viet- - it has escalated like everything else “from very small fields. !
nam, and those are two states of mind - there. It amounted to $4.1 million in : Mostly, the cargo is cracked wheat;
. where the rule applies that right hands iﬂscal 1966, and in the first - three "and rice dumped from the heavier;
should not let left hands know what . months of this fiscal year, some $3.2° ’tr'ansports to remote Laotian villages '
is going on. ‘| million was spent. “!where land communication is next to'
A few days ago, the Agency for | So far, the biggest slice of this AID impossible. It is hair-raising work for,
International Development put out its "money for Air America has financed [the airmen, and the pilots and crews:
" annual release listing those firms which * | operations in Laos. One contract that, jare rated among the best in the avlatlon.
had a piece of the record $465 million . | went into effect in October, 1962, has,; busme«ss. Much of this flying i3 In east-’
in AID contracts at the beginning of | &lready amounted to more than $30 | ern Laos territory, where the American-
fiscal 1967. Fifty-five District of Co- | million and is being enlarged. - financed regime of Prince stmvanna‘
lumbia firms owned $65 million of that .. 1" Yo% alone, Air Aroerica operates | Phouma must labor mightlly to hold
! total, but Air America alone accounted ; most of the 39 helicopters and fixed- : those few pockets of loyaity that it does
' for half—$82,645,220, : wing planes that attend to all "U.S. | command.
This is a cumulative figure, of course, | Supported activities” thers, Continen-| That much  Air ‘America will talk
galng back several years, But it is still tal Air Servlce: flies, ten of them on | about, reluctantly. But it makes other -
shy by many millions because.it did i ' flights that hardly fall within the usual-
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this is ticklish. It will remain $0 as
long as iiny Laos and the big for " m
powers that contenq)‘
' fiction that the 19
'ment has kept everybody neutral.

Geneva Agree-

'Some Men Have Died-

N OCCASION, these Air America’

flights prove fatal. In July, 1963,
four Americans apd two ‘Thais were
lost when 4 - transport plane went
"down in what was reported to be
a resupply mission to a right-wing
Royal Lao unit. Some months later,
two Americans were killed and another

American and three Asians were taken

prisoner by the Pathet Lao after a.
crash, the prisoners eventually being .
releabcd

There.was a time, Just two years ago,

when Air America sald it was going
)(to pull cut of Laos. The idea was that

its operation would be taken over by ’
‘Seaboard World Services, a subsidiary . #-Year class, and if he is stationed.

i‘, of the large and prestigious carrier Sea- .
{ board World Airways. )

The Communists had been accusing
Air America loudly of being the flying !
; arm of the CIA. They said that it was |
] .dropping supplies, guns and ammum-
I” tion to the forces which opposed the
i Pathet Lao and was engaged in all sorts
.v of clandestine actvity, Hanol was busy '

f ‘doing the same service for the Pathet'
? "'Laa, but this did not minimize the fact'
- that the United States was worried’
‘, about. its image in Laos and wanted to
¢ preserve the appearance of purity,

" However, the decision to switch to'
i Seahoard was reversed somewhere, and
{ Air America carnes on' its role,

Modest Identification
IR AMERICA works much the
“ same -way in South Vietnam. It

performs a number of functions. for;

. AID and does other jobs as well, jobs I
“ that AID personnel might not know
about,

~Several Air America planes can be’
.. seen most days of the week at Saigon’s
. airfield, the buslest in the world. Us-
_ ually they have no markings on them |-
cexcept the civil registration number

F‘Méleaéé 2@@5[9@2/ 10 RFOIARDP 76007

‘ “on for other chores, AID has llttle if
anything to say about it.

. ATD is one of many scginents of the ;

- United States Mission. So is the Cen- |

tral Intellizcence Agency, although its

f-memb,crs are more modestly listed in .,
.'the diplomatic handhooks as political
»counselors or aldes to the ambassador, f
_That means that when a particular !
s project requires an airplane and air- |
~men to perform some discreet flylng,
'bearmg the CIA imprimatur, there is |
. no great difficulty in finding the means |
-and the men. )

-A Tax-Free $20,000
F THE FLYING is at times rough, it
has Its compensations. There are:!
nearly 600 pilots on hire by Air Ameri-'!
" ca, usually men In their late 30s or |
~early 40s. It does not take long for a
qualified captain to get into the $20,000-

;abroad for more than a year and a-
. half, he qualifies for an American in-
‘come tax exemption on that first $20
"000
7 In most Asxan counmes—-certamly
in- South Vietnam—the rate of focal .
taxation is considerably lower and the l
- ‘area for bargaining with tax officials !
ts vast compared with the opplessive‘
rectitude shown by the U.S. Internal '
Revenue Service. Co 4

Most of the pilots are American |

I and many of them went to Air America
* when they grew Impatient with the
'slower rate of advancement on the
larger carriers. There are, however, a.

" number of Chinese pilots firom Taiwan
who have remarkably well-filled log- .
’ books, and other Asians who are either i
flymg or providing maintenance scrv-"

|

|

Probably only a few are CIA em-
i ployes in the direct sense, as far as
. piloting 'is concerned, although thc'-
~agency does not lack for representa-J
tion, One reporter tells of overhearlngg
-a huddle of 'Air Americs pilots in a

Vientlane cocktail lounge chiding one: ; B
of their younger companions, a nonfly- ;

oaaéﬁ&“b‘bﬂﬁhﬁ

DR Probr e A. NP J-\ur:-.Al-..A.n n.h.- Wil

‘ing .associate who was apparently “i )

;.'_, preceded by an N In remote fields m' CIA agent, for being too zealous in ask-y .

" the hinterland, a whine like a fire | Ing the airmen to give detailed and
! siren gone berserk means that a little | Precise accounts of everything they

Swiss-designed “Pilatus” turboprop is| $aw. The thrust of their argument was‘ '

buzzmg around, perhaps with Air
: America insignia on it.

-

Jlenam may remain less Important
(than in Laos, however. The fighting
ythere is s0 open that there is not as
rmuch need for covert operations, and -
“the U.S. MACV (Military - Assistance .
f Command Vietnam) has such enormous -
: resources that it can provide for most
y Tequirements.

It would be unfair to imply that AID
. is merely a cover for the multitude of .

* Alr Anicriea tasks, Probably the bulk

- of Its flying is AJD work pure and

that they were too busy handling air-‘

LA Traveling Director

of flying tricks comes nominally .{
~from a meorest suite of offices at 815 ..
. . Connecticut ave. nw., just five minutes “
‘across Lafayotte Square from the ;
i White House, When he's there, George ™,
A Doole Jr. presides over it as man- ;
a agmg director, But two or three times * %
a year he checks out of an office that

IL . o . R 1..'-»,1.

-

| planes to be gumshoeing around the’ -
¢« The Air America function in South; boondocks of Laos. P

! THF DIRECTION for this mixed bag 1

is cluttered up with plastie airplane
st to oversee the
Alr America is
just a part.

Doole is also president and echief
exccutive officer of the parent Pacific

« Corp. This owns Air America, which
{ in turn owns the Taiwan.based servie-"

ing firm of Air Asia Co.. Ltd., and it also
owns 40 per cent of CAT (Civil Air
Transport Co. Ltd.), a more orthodox .
_carrier which does advertise and which -

a does hire beautiful stewardi and which ,

does serve good meals from Seoul to 2
Bangkok. All four of these corporate .

1 entities maintain offlces at the same
‘downtown Washington address.

Doole is an affable fellow who used .
to fly the famous Boeing Flying Clip-
pers-30 years ago and he has a prac-,
ticed easiness in deflecting questions .
about Air America’s non-AID work in
Southeast Asia.

“I wouldn't know about that, would
1?" he responds, “We're hired by the

U.S. Government to fly people and’

" things from one place to another. That'

1t ”

Too. Much Fuss

g

HE QUESTION was raised earlier
this year when Alr America blush.

|- ingly accepted an award from the Aero

1

 Club of Washington. The club mem--

bers, like Doole himself, sald they
wouldnt know about everything that

"Air America did. But the citatmn

noted that the firm performed nobly’

¢ in an area that made it “essential that,

a nonmilitary air service be used even-
under conditions of actual warfareJL.«-
The award sits on a window led‘ge'k
at Doole’s left hand, a modest af it g ;
of wood featuring a model of the Wash—‘
Ington Monument.
“I think maybe they made too much
fuss over it,” Doole said with a chuckle.

. ‘When he was asked about it, And that's’

all hé would »y ubout that nffalr,‘f‘
i«
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